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The Austrian Construction Contract: Updated Practical Guide for 
the Efficient Handling of Construction Projects 

The authors Wolfgang Hussian and Nikolaus Weselik present their new version of the 
standard work on the legal issues that arise in construction practice. Under the title 
"The Austrian Construction Contract", Hussian, head of the PORR legal department, 
and CMS Partner Weselik, one of the leading construction and real estate lawyers, 
have once again produced a compact overview that offers support to technicians and 
lawyers alike. 

The construction industry and its clients have faced major challenges recently, especially due 
to the corona crisis, which stopped or delayed numerous projects. Before and after the 
corona crisis, what matters is to manage construction projects in the most efficient manner 
possible. The new edition of the practical guide “The Austrian Construction Contract” 
provides essential assistance in this respect, dealing with such important topics as the 
conclusion of the contract, documentation obligations, claims for damages, takeover and 
accounting. 

Innovations in construction contract law 

As in the first edition, CMS partner Nikolaus Weselik and Wolfgang Hussian have included 
numerous examples and tips with practical relevance. The new edition takes into account the 
relevant case law as well as the Austrian construction contract law that has been passed in 
the meantime. It also contains various sample formulations that provide a practical basis for 
the construction process. 

Thanks to the different backgrounds of the authors, "The Austrian Construction Contract", 
published by Linde Verlag, encompasses the perspectives of all parties involved, benefitting 
both technicians and lawyers working on construction projects. 

About the authors 

Wolfgang Hussian has headed the legal department of PORR AG since 2004. He is chair of 
the Construction Industry Association Legal Committee and a member of the ÖNORMEN 
Committee 015 (procurement). 

Nikolaus Weselik is a partner and head of the specialist group for construction and real 
estate law at CMS in Vienna. He has more than 20 years of practical experience and 
currently also heads the Working Group for Construction Contract Law and Construction 

http://cms.law/
https://www.lindeverlag.at/buch/praxisleitfaden-der-oesterreichische-bauvertrag-18653?page_id=1
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Procedural Law of the Austrian Society for Construction Law and Construction Industry 
(ÖGEBAU). 
 
You can find a photo of Nikolaus Weselik that you may use free of charge here.  
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About CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz 

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is one of the leading law firms in Austria and Southeast Europe.  Because we are 
specialists, our lawyers and tax advisors are able to provide you with advice of the highest calibre and 
sophistication, both from a legal perspective as well as through our industry specific know-how. Highly specialised 
teams consisting of internationally experienced lawyers primarily provide services in the following fields of law: 
M&A, banking and finance, real estate, construction law, taxes, labour laws, IP and IT laws, and public 
procurement.   
 
We not only create sound legal solutions for you but also work to create pragmatic solutions, also with regards to 
your commercial goals. Our solutions correspond as much as possible to your company’s business needs. We 
operate offices in Vienna, Belgrade, Bratislava, Brussels, Istanbul, Kyiv, Ljubljana, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Skopje, 
Sofia and Zagreb. All CMS offices together offer clients a team of more than 600 experienced specialists in 17 
offices across the CEE/SEE region. cms.law  
 

About CMS 

Founded in 1999, CMS is an integrated, multi-jurisdictional organisation that offers full-service legal and tax advice. 
With more than 70 offices in over 40 countries across the world and more than 4,800 lawyers, CMS has long-
standing expertise both in advising in its local jurisdictions and across borders. From major multinationals and mid-
caps to enterprising start-ups, CMS provides the technical rigour, strategic excellence and long-term partnership to 
keep each client ahead in its chosen markets.  

  

The CMS legal and tax advisors provide a wide range of expertise across 19 practice areas and sectors, including 
Corporate/M&A, Energy & Climate Change, Funds, Life Sciences & Healthcare, TMC, Tax, Banking & Finance, 
Commercial, Competition & EU, Dispute Resolution, Employment & Pensions, Intellectual Property and Real Estate 
& Construction. 
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